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Editorial: McCain returns to the 
Senate 


Kokomo Tribune Editorial Board 

On Tuesday, Sen. John McCain, R-Arizona, returned to the floor of the 
Senate. It was a momentous occasion because it was his first appearance in 
front of Congress since being diagnosed with brain cancer. The 2008 
presidential candidate used the occasion to speak out against the lack of 


bipartisanship and the increase in political polarization. 


“Stop listening to the bombastic loudmouths on the radio and television and 
the Internet,” said McCain. “To hell with them. They don't want anything 
done for the public good. Our incapacity is their livelihood. Let's trust each 
other. Let's return to regular order. We've been spinning our wheels on too 
many important issues because we keep trying to find a way to win without 
help from across the aisle. That's an approach that's been employed by both 
sides, mandating legislation from the top down, without any support from 


the other side, with all the parliamentary maneuvers that requires.” 


Minutes before, McCain voted to debate on the Senate’s health care bill. He 
made it clear that didn’t mean he was in favor of the GOP-crafted bill which 


was written in private and out of order. 


“I voted for the motion to proceed to allow debate to continue and 
amendments to be offered,” he said. “I will not vote for the bill as it is today. 
It's a shell of a bill right now. We all know that. I have changes urged by my 
state's governor that will have to be included to earn my support for final 
passage of any bill. I know many of you will have to see the bill changed 
substantially for you to support it. We've tried to do this by coming up with 
a proposal behind closed doors in consultation with the administration, then 
springing it on skeptical members, trying to convince them it's better than 
nothing, asking us to swallow our doubts and force it past a unified 
opposition. I don't think that is going to work in the end. And it probably 


shouldn't.” 


As Congress debates both this and many other important issues, we hope 
the goodwill McCain has engendered across the aisle will allow his fellow 
lawmakers to hear the words he spoke this week. It will be essential to 
tackling the work we expect our legislators to do when we send them to 


Washington, D.C. 


